
Palmyra Borough Council Meeting 

Thursday, April 22, 2021 

7:00 PM 

 

President Shearer called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM in Council Chambers of the Palmyra 

Municipal Center, located at 325 S. Railroad St.  Other Council members in attendance included 

Don Barry, Josh Holl, Tom Miller, Jane Quairoli, and Joe Templin.  Also, in attendance were 

Borough Manager Roger Powl, Assistant Borough Manager Brenda Pera, Mayor Fred Carpenter, 

and Police Chief Andrew Winters.  James Tesche was absent from the meeting. 

 

Public Comment Period #1 

There were no public comments. 

 

Consent Calendar 

The following agenda items were acted upon by a single motion:  

a. Approve the minutes of the April 8, 2021 Borough Council meeting. 

b. Approve payment of all bills listed on the March 2021 Detailed Check Listing Report. 

c. Approve the Treasurer’s Report for the period March 1 through March 31, 2021: 

 

 

General 

Fund 

Sewer 

Fund 

Refuse 

Fund 

Capital 

Reserve 

Fund 

Special 

Sewer 

Fund 

Liquid 

Fuels 

Fund 

YTD 

Revenue $628,371 

 

$405,123 $266,848 $556 $9,693 $209,720 

YTD 

Expenses $602,322 $333,446 $260,222 $0 $0 $0 

Difference $26,049 $71,677 $6,626 $556 $9,693 $209,720 

Fund 

Balance  $852,465 $270,078 $281,954 $1,127,740 $2,053,465 $210,383 

 

 

Library 

Fund 

Police 

Health 

Care 

Fund 

Town 

Square 

Reserve 

Fund 

Joint Fire 

Apparatus 

Fund 

Cemetery 

Fund 

Employee 

Benefits 

Fund 

YTD  

Revenue $3,307 $0 $2 $45 $21 

 

$116 

YTD  

Expenses $0 $3,810 $0 $0 $0 $0 

Difference $3,307 $(3,810) $2 $45 $21 $116 

Fund  

Balance  $4,364 $223,059 $3,964 $90,458 $41,760 $235,217 

 

 Motion: To approve the consent calendar.  Motion by Jane Quairoli, second by  

   Josh Holl.  Motion passed. 

 

Action & Discussion Items 

a. Road Closure Request – Taste of Sicily Restaurant Community Day: 
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 Motion:   To authorize the closure of S. Lincoln Street between E. Main Street & South  

  Avenue on Friday April 23rd from 10:00 AM – 10:00 PM for a Community Day  

  event. Motion by Jane Quairoli, second by Tom Miller.  Motion passed. 

 

Reports 

a. President’s Report:  President Shearer reported that the Cornerstone Dollar Store located at 

the Palmyra Shopping Center has PA Games of Skill machines.  She inquired if they are 

legal in the Borough.  Chief Winters mentioned a court case that he is aware of to decide the 

legality.  Mr. Powl questioned if the machines fall under the Borough mechanical devices 

tax.  He will consult with the Borough Solicitor on the subject. 

 

b. Financial Report:  Mr. Powl provided a copy of the March 2021 Financial Statement.  

 

c.  Fire Department: 

1.   Mr. Powl met with the South Londonderry and North Londonderry Township managers 

to discuss the regionalization of the Palmyra, Campbelltown, and Lawn Fire 

Departments.  The intent was to determine a way in which to open conversations with 

each department to form one common department so that any member of either fire 

company could respond to any call at any fire station and respond to the call.  According 

to the South Londonderry Township manager, their Supervisors are in discussions to 

bring the Lawn Ambulance to Campbelltown and it is not the best time to open the fire 

department conversation.  The topic will be revisited later this year. 

 

d. Library Report:  Councilor Quairoli provided a copy of the April 2021 report. 

 

e.  Police Department: Chief Winters provided a copy of the March 2021 report.  He also 

reported that the department has a new intern and is looking to possibly acquire another 

intern in the future.   

 He reported that the new police vehicle is ready to be picked up at Maguire’s Ford.  It will 

have the lettering and decals applied and radio installed before it will be placed into service.  

The Dodge Charger will become an extra vehicle for use by the department. 

 Chief Winters provided the results of the speed signs that were set up on West Cherry Street.   

 The body cameras have arrived and will be put into use after the officers have been trained 

on them. 

 There is a possibility the National Night Out will resume in 2021.  No final decision has been 

made, but that is the topic of discussion between Palmyra, North Londonderry, and South 

Londonderry Police Departments. 

 

f. Recreation Commission: The Director’s Report was emailed to Council on Monday, April 

19th.   Mr. Powl stated that PARPC asked to use the area around the trees on Lot #2 of the  

Municipal Building Complex to conduct a “Groove Dance Class with Elaine”.   Council 

considered the request and agreed to allow the class to be held. 
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g.  Solicitor’s Report:  Solicitor Cleary provided an update on the Rite Aid Reassessment 

Settlement.  The stipulation agreement sets the assessment amount for the store and 

subsequently the total real estate tax to be paid. 

 

h. Borough Manager's Report:  

1.   Mr. Powl asked Council if they want to resume assessing penalty fees effective with the 

2nd Quarter sewer and refuse invoices.  Council agreed to start applying penalties again 

because it had been a year since the no penalty period was implemented due to Covid-19. 

 

2.  Mr. Powl reported that the Borough is receiving calls about renting the parks and inquired 

if Council is ready to allow the parks to be scheduled.  Ms. Pera indicated that the 

Solicitor has provided the Borough with a Covid-19 hold harmless form for rentals.  

Borough Council agreed to open the parks, but organizations and individuals that rent the 

facilities must continue to follow CDC and PA Dept of Health guidelines for gatherings. 

 

3. Mr. Powl reported that the American Legion wants to host a firework display on Armed 

Forces Day, May 15th, on the Legion property.  There is approximately 150 ft to the 

adjoining property. The Fire Chief and the Chief of Police had no issue with the event.  

Council also did not have an issue with the event, specifically because the fireworks 

would be consumer grade and not a commercial pyrotechnic show.  

 

4. Mr. Powl stated that the Public Works Superintendent and Assistant Superintendent 

would like to meet with Council in an executive session to discuss personnel issues.  

Council agreed to hold an Executive Session at the beginning of the next Borough 

Council meeting. 

 

Other Business 

• Councilor Quairoli asked if the Borough has heard anything about the proposed $750,000 

it will be receiving from the American Rescue Plan.  Mr. Powl explained that RETTEW 

has been quick to hold a webinar to discuss the uses for the funds.  They include water, 

sewer, and implementation of Broadband access.  He does not believe stormwater is 

eligible for these funds. 

 Mr. Powl seized the opportunity to segue into an updated report from Dwight Wagner on 

 the Ridge Road park stormwater facility.   The Hershey Company is hoping to put into 

 writing their approval of using the recreation property for the stormwater plan. 

 

• Councilor Miller inquired about the paving schedule for 2021.  Mr. Powl replied that a 

pre-construction meeting with the contractor is scheduled and believes the paving will 

commence in early May. 

 

• Councilor Holl expressed his dissatisfaction with the Palmyra FYI Facebook page due to 

the administrator allowing disparaging remarks to be shared on the site against the 

Palmyra Police Department.  He accused the administrator of not following her own 

Facebook page rules and asked Council to try to make her take it down completely or 

begin enforcing their established rules.  Borough Council did not view the posts as their 

responsibility, felt they were protected under the First Amendment, and suggested Mr. 

Holl to stop reading the Facebook page.  Mr. Powl will consult with the Borough 

Solicitor on the subject. 
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Public Comment Period #2 

• Nancy Fleegle, 127 E. Maple Street, inquired if the alley behind her residence is to be 

paved.  

 

Announcement 

President Shearer announced that Borough Council will conduct its next public meetings on 

Thursday, May 13, 2021, and May 27, 2021 beginning at 7:00 PM. 

 

Motion to Adjourn 
Motion to adjourn the meeting by Don Barry, second by Jane Quairoli.  The meeting adjourned at 8:07 

PM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Roger E. Powl 

Borough Manager 

 


